
The 1920s

• President Warren G. Harding

• elected 1920

• Republican/conservative period 
begins

• “return to normalcy”

• decade is anything but normal



The 1920s

• America after WWI – 3 million 
soldiers return home

• Samuel Gompers AFL – no strikes 
during war

• Rewards for workers expected but….

• Many orders cancelled b/c of large 
surpluses, labor shortages, racial 
tensions



The 1920s - Post War Tensions

Post-war Strikes/Labor Conflicts

• Seattle Seaport Strike 1919 

• Steel Workers Strike 1919

• Boston Police Strike 1919

• What do all these strikes have 

in common?



The 1920s - Post War Tensions

Red Summer – Racial Conflicts

• Labor tensions spill over into 

racial conflicts

• Riots and lynchings increase

nationwide









1920s - The Red Scare

• Bolsheviks in Russia 1917

• News of brutality to Russian 
people reaches America

• All churches in Russia closed

• American Communist Party
formed April 1919 

• Labor problems make communism 
appeal to many



1920s - The Red Scare

• April 1919 – 30+ bombs 
discovered by USPS 

• 38 people killed in a bomb on 
Wall Street in front of the NYSE –
why a target??









1920s - The Red Scare

• The Palmer Raids January 1920

• A. Mitchell Palmer, U.S. Attorney 

General

• orders raids of suspected radical 

organizations

• the “Soviet Ark” deports 200+ 

back to Russia
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1920s - The Red Scare

• the Sacco and Vanzetti Trial - April 
1920

• two Italian anarchists

• case appealed for years – ACLU 

• 1927 – put to death, never proven 
guilty

• 1961 ballistics tests proved the gun 
found on Sacco was used – never 
proved he fired it





1920s - The Red Scare

• New Immigration Restrictions

• Emergency Quota Act 1921 

• National Origins Act 1924 

• shut out immigrants from southern 
and eastern Europe

• Japanese excluded completely –
tensions in China

• From nativism to XENOPHOBIA



1920s - Race Relations

• 200,000 blacks return from 
serving in WWI 

• Expectations: ?

• Reality: lynchings increased, race 
riots in 26 major cities (Red 
Summer)

• W.E.B. Dubois, NAACP had 
supported the U.S. in WWI





1920s - Race Relations

• Marcus Garvey – black nationalist 

and separatist – founds the UNIA 

• promotes the idea of pan-

Africanism

• Black Star Line

• deportation to Jamaica





1920s - Race Relations

• Harlem Renaissance – literature 
from a black perspective reaches a 
national audience

• universal themes explored

• Langston Hughes, Zora Neale 
Hurston 

• parallels the development of jazz 
and blues – uniquely American



1920s - Race Relations

• THE POOL PLAYERS. SEVEN AT 
THE GOLDEN SHOVEL. 

• We Real cool. We Left school. 

• We Lurk late. We Strike straight.

• We Sing sin. We Thin gin. 

• We Jazz June. We Die soon.

• Gwendolyn Brooks
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In the 1920s In 2011

Tin Pan Alley
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1920s - Race Relations

• Memphis, New Orleans, Chicago, 
New York City

• Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, 

• new audiences with the 
development of radio in the 1920s







1920s - Race Relations

Revival of the Ku Klux Klan in the 
1920s

• D.W. Griffith – The Birth of A 
Nation (1915)

• Contributed to the revival of the KKK 
in the 1920s

• 4.5 million members at peak in 1924

• declined by 1930 with the onset of the 
Great Depression



The Prohibition “Experiment”

Wets 

Drys



1920s - Prohibition

• Temperance movement increased: Anti-
Saloon League & WCTU – Gilded Age

• Volstead Act 1919  – defined alc. bevs.

• 18th Amendment into effect January 
1920

• “Wets vs. “Drys” – debate continued

• Bootleggers market, Canada and Mexico 
– laws openly violated

• Speakeasies prevalent – urban/rural
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1920s - Prohibition

Rise of Organized Crime

• Al Capone – centered in Chicago

• Perception of self

• By 1927, Capone – over $85 
million in alcohol and gambling

• rivals arose to compete



1920s - Prohibition

• St. Valentine’s Day Massacre

• Chicago – over 400 slayings in 

one years related to Prohibition







1920s - Prohibition

• Prohibition had caused new, unintended 
consequences, such as?

• Organized crime, businesses closed, 
jobs lost

• Largely ignored in both urban and rural 
areas

• FDR campaigns for Presidency in 1932 
– one goal was to repeal the Volstead 
Act and the 18th Amendment





1920s - Business

• industrial giants of the Gilded Age  
were heroes to many in the 1920s

• Bruce Barton - The Man Nobody 
Knows

• social commentary on the decline 
of morals

• also on advertising industry

• two years on the bestseller list









1920s - Business

• Auto Industry expands

• Henry Ford and the Model T

• changes American culture - cheap, 
easy to operate, prod. 9000/day

• price from $500 to $260

• 15 million sold by 1927

• $5.00 work day for qualified 
employees



1920s - Business

• General Motors – more luxury and 
expense – $800 avg. 

• New businesses – service stations, 
repair shops, tire and glass 
suppliers, parts stores

• Cars and the 20s Generation –
transforms American culture

• Women – the “flapper” culture



The Bridge

by Joseph Stella



Changing Roles for Women

• Nineteenth Amendment (August 26, 1920)
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1920s - Business

• broke down social barriers for 
women

• new experiences, travel and 
exposure to cities from rural 
areas

• blamed for decline of morals





1920s - Business

• Radio and Music Industry expands

• Marconi (Italy) 1895

• First broadcast 1920 election returns 
from KDKA in Pittsburgh

• 732 stations by late 1920s

• transforms society like the car had

• news, music of jazz, blues, country, 
and opera artists





1920s - Business

• Helped in the development of the 

Advertising Industry, and new 

technology in recorded music

• Victrolas to play vinyl albums of 

favorite recording artists







1920s - Business

• The Film Industry

• silent film stars such as Charlie 
Chaplin, Greta Garbo, Rudolph 
Valentino had to adapt to newly 
developed sound films

• The Jazz Singer – 1st “talkie” 
1927





“The Jazz Singer”







1920s - Society

• Sports

• Baseball and boxing – Ty 

Cobb, Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey

• Football – college level 



1920s - Society

• Households

• More electricity was generated in 
the U.S. in the 1920s than all the 
world combined

• home appliances – refrigerator, 
icebox, washing machine, radio

• installment credit made items 
accessible even to poorer families









1920s - Society

• Trial of the Century

• Scopes Trial in Tennessee 1925

• Christian fundamentalism vs. 
Darwinism

• freedom of speech vs. the Bible

• John T. Scopes – taught evolution

• WJB - prosecutor, Clarence 
Darrow - defense attorney, atheist















1920s - Society

• heated debates about creation, 

church vs. state were held 

throughout the nation

• still being debated today

• Scopes guilty, $100 fine, asked not 

to teach in Tennessee

• Billy Sunday, Aimee Semple 

McPherson – evangelical movement











1920s - Society

• A Hero Is Born

• Charles A. Lindbergh - first solo 
flight across the Atlantic Ocean 
from New York city to Paris in 
1927

• Spirit of St. Louis

• 33 hours, few provisions, 
navigated by the stars







1920s - Society

• Literature

• The “Lost” Generation

• Disillusionment with materialism, 
role of U.S. in the world

• European audiences

• Sinclair Lewis – Babbitt 

• The Great Gatsby – F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway







Isolationism Returns btw the wars

Washington Naval Conference

• various treaties – balance of power on the 

seas

• ships ratios in the Atlantic and Pacific (GB, 

FR, US, Japan, others)

• Five Power Treaty, Nine Power Treaty



Isolationism Returns btw the wars

Europe/Asia

• Dawes Plan (1924)

• Young Plan (1930)

• Kellogg-Briand Pact

• Stimson Doctrine



Laissez Faire Returns – a new Gilded Age?

• Pro-business, laissez-faire attitudes 

dominate – Presidents (Harding, Coolidge, 

Hoover), Sec of Treasury Andrew Mellon 

– tax policies favored the wealthy

• Coolidge – “the business of America is 

business”

• McNary Haugen Bill 1925

• Tariffs trends – Fordney-McCumber Tariff 

1922, Hawley-Smoot Tariff 1930



Laissez Faire Returns – a new Gilded Age?

• Herbert Hoover elected in 1928

• Signs of the coming Great Depression were 

already appearing……..



DBQ Notes – Progressive Era

Basics

• Where/were

• Bussiness, buisness, business

• Guilded Age

• Ammendment

• Women were effected. Women were affected.

Documents

• Citing isn’t enough! – go beyond

• Use the rubric

• In a sentence do not group the documents by 
number and talk about them like they are people.



DBQ Notes – Progressive Era

• Give an example – laws, unions, actions, busted 
trusts

Thesis

• In the Introduction or you’re killing yourself

• Make clear

OI

• Must also do more than mention

• Must support your thesis       

7th Point 

• Must make connections between documents which 
contradict each other or another time period


